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ANI 
KOLKATA  

Actor Rituparna Sengupta 
hailed legendary Bengali actor 
Uttam Kumar on his 100th 
birth anniversary, saying that 
the iconic star remains rel-

evant even a century after his 
birth and that "nobody can re-
place his aura." 

"Uttam Kumar is someone 
who, after 100 years also, he's 
so relevant. And he's one of the 
biggest icons, the biggest 
superstar, the 'Mahanayak'. 

Nobody can replace his aura," 
she told ANI. 

Sengupta added, "We are 
very thankful to our Prime 
Minister and, of course, our 
Chief Minister that they 
have put so much heed and 
so much respect to our be-

loved actor." 
Sengupta, who is the presi-

dent of Shilpi Sansad, an or-
ganisation founded by Uttam 
Kumar, said she felt proud 
and happy that the actor's 
centenary was being cel-
ebrated widely. 

Nobody can replace his aura: Rituparna Sengupta hails Uttam Kumar’s legacyHC orders CBI probe; 
raps police for delay 
in investigation 

PTI 
MUMBAI 

The Bombay High Court on 
Wednesday ordered a CBI 
probe into the death of 
Disha Salian, former man-
ager of late actor Sushant 
Singh Rajput, and pulled up 
the Mumbai Police for fail-
ing to register an FIR for six 
years, observing that their 
probe “raises more ques-
tions than answers”. 

A division bench of Jus-
tices Sarang Kotwal and 
Ranjitsinha Raja Bhonsale 
said that an investigation 
cannot drag on for an inor-
dinately long period, em-
phasising that a central 
agency probe was necessary 
to ensure a proper and sub-
stantive investigation into 
the matter. 

“In the present case, the 
investigation went on for 
about six years. The investi-
gation carried out by the po-
lice raises more questions 
than it answers. Therefore, 
an investigation by the CBI is 
necessary in this case,” the 
bench noted in its 44-page 
judgment. 

The bench criticised the 
police for treating it only as 
an accidental death for six 
years and noted “glaring dis-
crepancies” in their investi-
gation. 

Disha Salian, who briefly 

worked as manager of 
actor Sushant Singh 
Rajput, died on June 8, 

2020, after falling off the 12th 
floor of a residential build-
ing in Mumbai’s Malad area. 
The city police then regis-
tered an Accidental Death 
Report (ADR). 

A week later, the actor 
was also found dead in his 
apartment on June 14, 2020, 
raising speculation that 
there could be a link be-
tween the two deaths. The 
uproar led to the Maharash-
tra government ordering a 
CBI probe into Rajput’s 
death. The agency submitted 
its closure report stating that 
the deceased had died by 
suicide, but the report is yet 
to be heard by the court 
concerned. 

The high court asked the 
CBI to register an FIR and 
record the statement of 
Disha’s father, Satish Salian, 
but clarified that no person 
shall be treated as an ac-
cused until and unless there 
is sufficient material gath-
ered against them during 
the probe. 

DISHA SALIAN DEATH

House of  
Kaushambi 
cracker factory 
explosion  
accused razed 
PTI 
KAUSHAMBI (UP) 

Authorities have razed a 
three-storey house of the 
main accused in the illegal 
cracker factory blast in Ma-
nouri town while the death 
toll in the incident rose to 14 
with one more person suc-
cumbing to injuries, officials 
said on Wednesday. 

Superintendent of Police 
Satya Narain Prajapat said 
that Urvashi (17), who was in-
jured in the explosion, died 
during treatment at SRN hos-
pital in Prayagraj. 

He said that a ware-
house, owned by Kahka-
shan Bano, the wife of 
Naushad - who is the main 
accused in the August 31 
firecracker factory blast 
case - was raided by police 
in Muratganj market. 


