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Chief  Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has asked
the collectors to bring down
the positivity rate to 5% by
May 31 before the unlock-
ing process begins on June
1. The corona positivity
rate is still more than 5% in
a few districts in the state.
It is more than 5% in
Bhopal, Indore, Sagar, Rat-
lam and Anuppur.

According to the central
government’s guidelines,
the districts where the pos-
itivity rate is more than 5%
should be placed under co-
rona curfew. Containment
areas should be set up in

such districts and corona
protocols should be strictly
followed to check the virus.
The unlocking process will
not begin on June 1 in dis-
tricts where the positivity

rate does not fall by May 31.
Chouhan has directed the

collectors to keep the posi-
tive cases in complete iso-
lation to prevent the dis-
ease from spreading to oth-

er areas. The chief  minis-
ter is worried about the co-
rona-related situation in
Bhopal and Indore. In both
the districts, the positivity
rate is very high. There-
fore, it is difficult to say
what will happen to these
districts on May 31. The
figure of  positive cases has
increased because the
number of  testing has gone
up in these districts, the
administrations of  which
are working towards the
formula of  reducing the
positivity rate through
testing. There is more test-
ing in Indore. On Thurs-
day, 8,910 swab samples
were tested and 525 posi-
tive cases were found.

CM urges collectors to reduce
positive rate to 5% by May 31
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Trials for a cocktail
antibodies injection,
which costs around
Rs 60,000, began on
Covid patients at the
Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose (NSCB) Med-
ical College, Jabalpur,
on Friday. 

Fifty vials have been
supplied to NSCB
Medical College for
the trials. Mostly

mild and moderate
symptomatic Covid
patients will be given
the dose and their
health condition will
be minutely moni-
tored.

A similar kind of  tri-
als will begin at more
medical colleges.
Preparations are going
on at GMC, Bhopal, for
the trials. Doctors said
that preparations had
been made for such tri-
als.
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‘Observing impact’
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Chief  Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has crafted
a strategy to arrest the sec-
ond wave of  Covid-19. As a
result of  that strategy, the
number of  corona cases
has decreased in the state.

The government has
sealed the state borders ad-
jacent to Maharashtra to
stop the influx of  people
from there. To deal with the
shortage of  oxygen cylin-
ders, Air Force planes were
used and army hospitals
were opened to corona pa-
tients.

Chouhan has also an-
nounced Rs 5,000 as pension
for families who have lost
their breadwinners to
Covid-19. Not only that, but
such families will also get
free rations and one of  the
relatives of  those families
will get a job on compassion-
ate grounds. He appealed to
people to wear masks and to
get vaccinated.

Chouhan, however, was
not in favour of  another
long haul of  the lockdown,
but he had to do that to put
the state under corona cur-
few to break the chain of
the virus. He has told the

district administrations to
take decisions on the
grounds of  local condi-
tions. That has helped the
government to bring the
virus under control.

Chouhan kept away from
rallies for the by-election in
Damoh and for the state
elections in Assam and
West Bengal for Covid-19.

A shortage of  oxygen and
a lack of  beds in hospitals
were witnessed, but those
problems were gradually
solved. It was ensured that
the state got 500 MT of oxy-
gen daily.  The government
has also planned to set up
oxygen plants. Army hospi-
tals were also opened to co-
rona patients after discus-
sions between the defence
minister, Rajnath Singh,
and Chouhan.

A large number of  Covid-
19 centres were open
throughout the state and
the ‘Kill Corona Campaign’
was launched. Asha and
Anganwadi workers visited
every house to identify co-
rona patients and to isolate
them. From members of
Parliament (MP) to panch-
sarpanches and other pub-
lic representatives—all
worked together to stop the
virus.

From a peak of  13,670 co-
rona-positive cases on
April 23, the state recorded
a constant decline in the
number. On May 10, it
dropped to 9,741.

Chouhan’s strategy to
arrest virus works well

BU OPEN-BOOK FINAL-YR EXAMS BEGIN ON JUNE 11

Another tiger carcass 
found in Umaria district
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A carcass of  a tiger was
found in the Ghunghuti
area of  Umaria district late
on Thursday. A team of
forest officials reached
the spot on Friday morn-
ing and took stock of  the
situation.

CCF PK Verma con-
firmed the incident and
said that the carcass
seemed to be a few days old.
It was found near Patnar
village, in the Ghunghuti
forest circle. Villagers re-
ported about the carcass
late on Thursday night. A
team of  forest officials
reached there early morn-
ing on Friday along with a
dog squad and members of
the forensic team. The
team was still conducting
the probe, said the official.

CCF Verma said that,

prima facie, it seemed that
the tiger had died a natu-
ral death. It was around
seven years old. The final
conclusion on the reason
of  death would be made

only after the report from
the forensic lab was re-
ceived. Locals have raised
fingers on the laxity in pa-
trolling of  the forest staff
in the region.

Students have 8
days’ time to write

their answer
copies. Question

papers are of 50 &
100 marks
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Examinations for final-year
students of  all undergradu-
ate courses of  Barkatullah
University (BU) will begin
on June 11. The examina-
tions will be held on the
open-book pattern.

BU has become the first
university in the state to re-
lease its examination
schedule for its students.
More than 100,000 students
are expected to write copies
for the final-year UG exam-
inations.

Question papers of  all
subjects will be uploaded

on BU’s website on June 11.
Students appearing in the
examinations will write the
answers sitting in their
homes. Students will get
time up to June 18 to sub-
mit their answer copies. Af-
ter this, the students will
have to submit the answer
copies at the collection cen-
tres prescribed by BU.

Students have eight days’
time to write their answer
copies. The question papers
are of  50 and 100 marks.    

Barkatullah University
has uploaded the format of
the first page of  the answer
copy on its website. Stu-
dents have been given spec-

ifications about the answer
copies, as well. According
to the instructions, the an-
swer copy should consist of
16 pages. The cover page of
the answer copy should be
replicated as given on the
university’s website.

Students from outside
Bhopal can send the copies
through speed-post to the
confidential department
at BU. Students have been
asked to send their answer
copies latest by June 18
through registered post.
They have also been asked

to keep their receipts safe-
ly. The receipt will remain
instrumental in case of
any controversy related to
the last date, between the
student and the university. 

� BU has become the first university in
the state to release its examination
schedule for students

� More than 100,000 students are
expected to write copies for the 
final-year UG examinations
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With the support of  locals,
social organisations have
come forward to provide
food and water to animals
in the district. 

Vishwamangal Group of
Mandleshwar has been ar-
ranging food and water for
monkeys in forests located
along Jamghat. The water
sources in the area have
dried. The organisation has
been providing food and
water to monkeys on every

Tuesday and Saturday for
last two months. 

Group member Rupesh
Dakolia said members of
Karhi and neighbouring ar-
eas, Vishal Aswani,

Sandeep Patidar, Jai Singh
Chouhan, Prashant Kush-
waha, Rahul Goswami,
Raja Goswami, Jitendra
Verma have lent support.
All the young members of

the organisation visit
Jamghat every Tuesday
and Saturday, the days ded-
icated to worship of  Lord
Hanuman. 

They collect 25 dozen ba-
nanas, 25 kilograms of  wa-
termelon, 150 biscuit pack-
ets and 60-80 litres of  water
for monkeys with public
support. Giving informa-
tion, Dakolia said 4 to 5 ce-
ment water tanks will be
made on roadside in
Jamghat area. These tanks
will be filled with water for
animals. 

JAMGHAT FOREST: MONKEYS FEAST ON FRUITS, BISCUITS PROVIDED BY LOCALS
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After Harsud, where an old ambu-
lance failed to start ahead of  its flag-
ging-off  ceremony, Thikri village
witnessed a similar incident where
an ambulance carrying a Covid-19
patient from Anjad village stopped
on its way to Indore.

Incident occurred on Friday morn-
ing near Thikri Bypass. Due to non-
availability of  another ambulance at
Thikri community health centre, pa-
tient had to wait for more than an
hour on the highway. Later, members
of  Niswarth Seva Samiti from Thikri
village called Highway Ambulance

from Dharampuri village, which
took more than an hour to reach the
spot. According to information, an
ambulance with Covid-19 patient
from Anjad Community Health Cen-
tre started 140-kilometre journey to
Indore. After covering 36 kilometres,
the ambulance broke down due to
mechanical fault. As a result, it
stopped near Thikri Bypass. 

As soon as Niswarth Seva Samiti

members came to know about the in-
cident, they immediately called an-
other ambulance from Dharampuri
village. Samiti members also
arranged an oxygen facility for the
patient. Ambulance driver said he
has reported the matter to senior of-
ficials. Few days back, former state
home minister and Rajpur MLA Bala
Bachchan had announced to provide
two ambulances for Anjad community
health centre. When contacted, Thikri
Block Medical Officer Dr ND Tiwari
admitted that ambulance is not avail-
able. “We have been requesting for
ambulance but to no avail. We seek
Highway Ambulance in case of  emer-
gency,” he said.

Covid patient survives scare 
as ambulance 'falls ill' 


