
TRUMP CLINGS...
Biden’s route is easier: Nevada's six
electoral votes would put him exactly at
270 – the magic number -- handing him
the presidency.  Nevada, where Biden
leads by less than 8,000 votes, is expected
to release another tranche of votes later.
Georgia and Pennsylvania are also
expected to release additional vote counts.
Media sources said Trump has falsely
claimed the postal ballots votes are
illegitimate because they are being counted
after the election. (Input Daily Mail).

Schools can recover...
"Unaided private institutions shall ensure
that the students of all ranks are not
deprived of the quality education/learning
by adopting digital/online education
platform evolved by the Government of
India," it said. Further, as "entire physical
activities in the schools are at standstill and
the teaching is imparted through virtual
mode, therefore, we direct that there shall
not be increment in fee for Session 2020-
21", the HC said.

This is my...
In the third and final phase of the Assembly
elections, voting will be held on 78 seats on
November 7. Elections are to be held in
three phases for the 243 Assembly seats in
Bihar. Under this, polling for 71 seats was
completed on October 28 in the first phase
and for 94 seats on in the second phase
November 3. The counting of votes will
take place on November 10.

Encroachment in Cong...
The anti-encroachment drive was part of a
series of actions against Masood. The drive
started at Indira Priyadarshini College at
Khanugaon in the morning and continued till
3 pm. A shade in playground built-up area
of around 4,500 square feet was first
removed and then another shade near the
lake, was also razed. An extended built-up
area in the insititute was also razed. The
administration razed extended portions and
shades in the campus and did not harm
original building. Built, nearly 25 years ago
the campus remained in dispute due to the
area lying under the catchment zone. Wary
of protests by MLA's supporters, force from
20 police stations was deployed at the spot.
Police had barricaded the route to avoid
any protests. 

Ujjain MP writes...
The issue of Love Jihad has been on the boil
for the past few weeks. Close on the heels
of Adityanath's 'Ram naam satya' remark, his
Haryana counterpart Manohar Lal Khattar
said that his government is contemplating a
law against Love Jihad.

Pak decision highly...
“This unilateral decision by Pakistan is highly
condemnable and runs against the spirit of
the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor as also the
religious sentiments of the Sikh community
at large. We have received representations
from the Sikh community expressing grave
concern at this decision by Pakistan
targeting the rights of the minority Sikh
community in Pakistan,” the MEA
spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said. “Such
actions only expose the reality of the
Pakistani government and its leadership’s
tall claims of preserving and protecting the
rights and welfare of the religious minority
communities. Pakistan is called upon to
reverse its arbitrary decision to deprive
the Sikh minority community it's right to
manage affairs of the Holy Gurdwara
Kartarpur Sahib,” he added. The move by
Pakistan's government comes days ahead
of the first anniversary of the inauguration
of the historic Kartarpur Corridor on
November 9. The 4-km long corridor
links Dera Baba Nanak shrine in
Gurdaspur in India to Gurdwara Kartarpur
Sahib in Pakistan.

UGC notifies guidelines....
"Students and staff shall also be advised not
to visit areas falling within containment
zones. The faculty, staff and students of the
university and college should be encouraged
to download 'Aarogya Setu App'," they said.
"Students of all research programmes and
post-graduate students in science and
technology programmes may join as the
number of such students is comparatively
less and norms of physical distancing and
preventive measures can be easily
enforced." "Final year students may also be
allowed to join for academic and placement
purposes, as per the decision of the head of
the institution," it added. The commission
has said that the institutions should have a
plan ready for such international students
who could not join the programme due to
international travel restrictions or visa-
related issues. "Hostels may be opened
only in such cases where it is necessary
while strictly observing the safety and
health preventive measures. However, the
sharing of rooms may not be allowed in
hostels. Symptomatic students should not
be permitted to stay in the hostels under
any circumstances," it said. Universities
across the country were closed on March
16 in order to contain the spread of
coronavirus. A nationwide lockdown was
announced on march 25.

Rescue ops on...
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
wished for the child to be rescued and said,
"The local administration and Army are
engaged in rescue work to save the
innocent Prahlad who fell in borewell in
Setpura village of Orchha. I am confident
that Prahlad will soon be taken out safely.
God bless the child, let's pray together.
Sagar IG Anil Sharma said that the boy was
trapped at the depth of 60-feet deep in the
well. He further said that machines had hit
hard soil after digging 55-feet and were
finding it hard to go deeper.  He said that an
oil drilling machine has been requisitioned
from Bina in Sagar and would reach the
spot by midnight. The entire district
administration, including collector, SP and
other staff have stayed put at the spot.
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8 NATION Haryana passes bill on 75% job quota for locals
CHANDIGARH: Emulating the Himachal Pradesh government, the Haryana government on
Thursday passed a Bill in the legislative assembly that provides a 75 per cent quota in private
sector jobs to people belonging to the state. The Bill enables private companies, societies, trusts
and partnership firms located in the state to follow 75 per cent quota that was the main demand
of the Jannayak Janta Party (JJP), a coalition partner with the BJP-led government. 
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Will contest in
2021 Assembly

polls: Kamal Haasan
CHENNAI

Actor-turned-politician Kamal Haasan
on Thursday said he would be contest-
ing in the 2021 assembly polls in Tamil

Nadu and also seek-
ing the support of
fellow actor Ra-
jinikanth.

Speaking to re-
porters here Kamal
Haasan, who had
floated the Makkal
Needhi Maiam

(MNM) party, said he will contest the
assembly polls next year.

Kamal Haasan said he is discussing
politics with Rajinikanth who is also
mulling to float a political party.

The MNM founder said he would also
ask Rajinikanth for support in the up-
coming polls.Kamal Haasan said it is
Rajinikanth who has to take a decision
on his political stance and his health is
more important. According to Kamal
Haasan, MNM's politics will not be
blaming politics or vengeance politics
but a guiding politics. He said the
process of  selecting the prospective
candidates for the assembly polls is un-
derway.

Plea in SC seeks 
setting aside the 
Allahabad HC order

AGENCIES
New Delhi

A plea has been moved in the
Supreme Court on Thursday
seeking setting aside of  an Alla-
habad High Court order, which
held that conversions just for the
sake of  marriage are invalid. The
plea said the Constitution pro-
vides for right to freedom of  reli-
gion and also right to convert
into any religion as many times
as one wants to with no tabs.

The plea filed by advocate Al-
danish Rein said the High Court
order has laid a wrong precedent
that the inter-religious mar-
riages cannot be solemnised at
the instance of  conversion of  re-
ligion by either of  the partner. In
the order passed on September
23, the High Court had declined
police protection to a married
couple in a case where a Muslim
girl had converted to Hinduism

and married a Hindu boy.
“The Chief  Minister of  Uttar

Pradesh citing the above order of
the High Court of  Judicature at
Allahabad raised the issue of
“love jihad”, and invoked “Ram
naam satya” - a Hindu funeral
chant, thereby threatening cou-
ples of  Inter-religious Marriage”,
said the plea.

The plea said the High Court or-
der has left the poor couple at the
mercy of  the offending family
members, the police, the vigi-
lantes and the hate monger reli-
gious associations.

The plea has argued that the
Constitution provides for right to
freedom of  religion and the same
includes that a person has the
right to choose and profess any
religion or no religion at all. “It
also includes the right to convert
into any religion as many times
as one wants to with no tabs.
Choice of  religion is a personal
choice of  a person. If  the 
Court does not allow a person to
freely choose his religion, it
amounts to a violation of  his or
her fundamental right”, contend-
ed the plea.

‘Right to religion includes
right to convert’ AGENCIES

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said that an of-
fence under the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of  Atroc-
ities) Act is not made out on
the fact that the com-
plainant is a member of  SC
or ST.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices L. Nageswara Rao, He-
mant Gupta and Ajay Rasto-
gi said: “All insults or intim-
idations to a person will not
be an offence under the Act
unless such insult or intimi-
dation is on account of  vic-
tim belonging to Scheduled
Caste or Scheduled Tribe.”

The bench emphasised
that the object of  the Act is
to improve the socio-eco-
nomic conditions of  the

Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes as they
are denied a number of  civ-
il rights. 

“Thus, an offence under
the Act would be made out
when a member of  the vul-
nerable section of  the socie-
ty is subjected to indigni-
ties, humiliations and ha-
rassment,” added the
bench. The top court said
that it is essential to estab-
lish that there is an inten-
tion to humiliate the vic-
tim because he belongs to
such a caste.

The bench cited that an-
other key ingredient of  the
provision, under Section 3
(1) (r), is that the insult or
intimidation was done in
“any place within public
view”.

The judgment came on
an appeal against an Ut-

tarakhand High Court or-
der, which dismissed a plea
filed by one Hitesh Verma
under Section 482 of  the
CrPC seeking quashing of  a
chargesheet and summon-
ing order against him for an
offence under Section 3(1)(r)
of  the SC/ST Act. 

‘All insults against SC/STs can’t be
termed as offence under SC/ST Act’

Kejriwal imposes
ban on firecrackers
in Delhi till Nov 30

AGENCIES
New Delhi

Delhi Chief  Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Thursday held a review meeting on
the coronavirus situation and the pre-
paredness of  Delhi to deal with the
COVID-19 cases and also decided to
ban firecrackers, as both pollution and
Covid-19 are adversely impacting city
residents.

“The Delhi government has decided
to put a complete ban on the sale, pur-
chase, and use of  firecrackers in Delhi
from November 7 to November 30.”

“The government has also decided to
increase targeted testing at crowded
places across Delhi, such as markets,
mobile testing vans will be deployed in
markets and crowded places across
Delhi. The testing can be availed free
of  cost by the people at these places,”
he said.


