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Islamic Resistance Council
(IRC), an unknown Islamic out-
fit, on Thursday claimed re-
sponsibility for the November 19
Mangaluru autorickshaw blast
and warned of  another attack in
future.
The outfit has also warned the

ADGP (Law and Order), Alok
Kumar, who is stationed at Man-
galuru and personally monitor-
ing the investigations into the
blast case. "Alok Kumar your joy
would be short lived. You pay for
your acts of  dominance sooner,"
the outfit warned. The police
sources have confirmed that
they have taken the warning se-
riously. The probe in this regard
has already been initiated by
Central agencies.
Meanwhile, the probe revealed

that the suspected terrorist Mo-
hammad Shariq was planning
to carry out explosion at Kadri
Manjunatha Swamy temple
'Laksh Deepotsav' programme
in Mangaluru.
Gokarnanatheshwara temple

in Kudroli and Mangaladevi
temple in Mangaluru were also
his targets. The accused had
kept the picture of  Hindu God
Shiva as his display picture on
his mobile to conceal his identi-
ty, he said. The probe has also re-
vealed that the conspiracy was

hatched to carry out blasts and
put blame on Hindu organisa-
tions and to start debate on Hin-
du terrorism in the country.
A post has been put out on

dark net by an Islamic outfit
by the name Islamic Resist-
ance Council (IRC) supporting
the terror suspect of  Man-
galuru blast on Thursday. The
investigating agencies have
taken this development seri-
ously and further intensified
operations to get to the roots
of  terror network.
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Police recover IEDs, Rs 5 lakh cash dropped by drone in J&K
Jammu: Police on Thursday recovered a consignment of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs), pistols and cash
dropped by a drone from across the border in Jammu and Kashmir's Samba district, officials said. Senior
Superintendent of Police Abhishek Mahajan told reporters that local people saw the consignment, somewhere
between Ramgarh and Vijaypur, about five-six kilometres away from the International Border.

speed news

Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting
Anurag Thakur during election campaign in New
Delhi on Thursday

Cases against Telangana
minister, IT official 
Hyderabad: Cases were registered on
Thursday by police here against Telangana
Minister for Labour and Employment Ch Malla
Reddy for allegedly obstructing duties of Income
Tax officials during the searches carried out by
them and also against an I-T official following a
complaint by the Minister's son, police said. 

Damp weather with drizzle 
hits normalcy in Bengaluru
bengaluru: Damp weather with a drizzle
partially paralysed normal life in Bengaluru on
Thursday. The showers were due to a low
pressure in the Bay of Bengal in coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) recorded 3.4
mm of rainfall in the central region of Bengaluru
and 5.2 mm rain in the international airport in
the morning. 

Maha: Leopard enters housing
complex in Kalyan, injures three 
THane: Three people suffered minor injuries on
Thursday after a leopard entered a housing
complex in Kalyan in Maharashtra's Thane district,
an official said. The big cat sneaked into the
premises of Anugrah Tower on Chinchpada Road
in the morning, leaving panicked residents to call
in forest department and police personnel, he
said. "Three people sustained minor injuries and
were given first-aid at a local hospital. The leopard
has been kept captive and we are awaiting for a
cage into which it will be shifted (for evacuation
from the site)," Range Forest Officer Sanjay
Channe told reporters.

63-year old man sentenced 
to life for raping minor 
dHubri: A 63-year old man was sentenced to
life imprisonment by a local court under the
POCSO Act for raping a nine-year old girl. Dhubri
Additional Session Judge Cum Special Judge
(POCSO), Poli Katoki convicted and sentenced
the man to rigorous imprisonment for life on
Wedenesday. The man was slapped with a fine of
Rs 50,000 under Section 6 of the Act. The crime
was committed eight minths ago, when the child
was alone at her home near here.

J&K: Mother, 4-yr-old son burnt
alive after LPG catches fire 
PooncH: A mother and her minor son were
burnt alive after an LPG cylinder caught fire and
exploded in Jammu and Kashmir's Poonch district
on Thursday, officials said. The incident occurred
in Chandimarh village of the Surankote
subdivision. The deceased were identified as
Hamida Begum (40) and Aqib Ahmed (4), police
said. Three other family members, including the
deceased woman's husband and two children,
narrowly escaped in the blast and subsequent fire,
they said.

Kanpur: 6 lose eyesight in
cataract op, probe ordered
KanPur: The Chief Medical Officer (CMO) in
Uttar Pradesh's Kanpur Nagar district has ordered
a probe against a nursing home in the city after six
senior citizens lost their eyesight after being
operated upon for cataract here. All six were
recently operated at an eye-check up camp
organised at the Aradhya nursing home. Six of
those who were operated upon complained of
loss of vision, headache and pain in the eyes. They
claimed that they cannot see and that there was
extreme pain in their eyes.

Killing spree: Man sentenced to
death for murdering 5
agarTala: A court in Tripura's Khowai district
sentenced a 40-year-old man to death for
murdering five people, including his two
daughters, elder brother, a police inspector and a
passerby, in a killing spree last year. The court of
District and Sessions Judge Sankari Das, after
hearing the arguments, awarded capital
punishment on Wednesday. "Initially, it appeared
that Pradip Debroy was mentally ill but later
doctors certified that he was mentally fit. The
court passed the verdict in less than a year,"
government advocate Bikash Deb said.

POLYGAMY AND NIKAH HALALA:
SC will set up Bench to hear pleas
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The Supreme Court said on
Thursday it will set up a
fresh five-judge Constitution
bench to hear the pleas chal-
lenging the constitutional va-
lidity of  polygamy and 'nikah
halala' among Muslims.
A bench comprising Chief

Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justices Hima Kohli and
J B Pardiwala was urged by
lawyer Ashwini Upadhyay,
who has filed a PIL on the is-
sue, that a fresh five-judge
bench was needed to be con-
stituted as two judges of  the
previous bench-Justice Indi-

ra Banerjee and Justice He-
mant Gupta-
have demitted
office.
"We will form

a bench," the
CJI responded.
On August 30,

a five-judge
bench compris-
ing Justices In-
dira Banerjee,
Hemant Gupta,
Surya Kant, M
M Sundresh
and Sudhan-
shu Dhulia had
made the Na-
tional Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC), National

Commission for Women
(NCW) and the
National Com-
mission for Mi-
norities (NCM)
parties to the
PILs and
sought their re-
sponses.
Later, Justice

Banerjee and
Justice Gupta
retired on Sep-
tember 23 and
October 16 this
year respective-
ly giving rise to
the need for re-

constitution of  the bench to
hear as many as eight peti-

tions against the practices of
polygamy and 'nikah halala'.
Upadhyay, in his PIL, 

has sought a direction to de-
clare polygamy and 'nikah
halala' unconstitutional and
illegal.
The apex court had in July

2018 considered the plea and
referred the matter to a Con-
stitution bench already
tasked with hearing a batch
of  similar petitions.
The apex court had issued

notice to the Centre on the
petition filed by a woman
named Farjana and tagged
Upadhyay's plea to a batch of
petitions to be heard by the
Constitution bench.

‘No woman in
Jama Masjid’
order withdrawn
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Jama Masjid's Shahi
Imam has agreed to with-
draw the order restricting
entry of  women in the
mosque, after Delhi LG V
K Saxena spoke to him and
requested him to take back
the decree, Raj Niwas
sources said on Thursday.
They added that Imam

Bukhari agreed to revoke
the order, on the condition
that visitors respect and
maintain the sanctity of
the mosque. The adminis-
tration of  Delhi's famed
Jama Masjid had put up
notices outside the main
gates banning the entry of
'girls', whether alone or in
groups. As controversy es-
calated, the mosque's
Shahi Imam on Thursday
said the order is not appli-
cable to those coming to of-
fer prayers.
The issue led to an out-

rage in some quarters as

women rights activists
termed the mosque's deci-
sion regressive and unac-
ceptable.
The notices, which have

no date, came up a few
days ago outside the three
main entry gates, sources
in the administration said.
However, it has come to at-
tention only now.
"Jama Masjid mein ladki

ya ladkiyon ka akele
daakhla mana hai (The en-
try of  a girl, or girls is not
permitted in Jama
Masjid)," reads the notice
by the administration of
the 17th century Mughal
era monument that at-
tracts thousands of  devout
as well as tourists. 

The administration of
Jama Masjid had put

up notices outside the
main gates banning

the entry of girls
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Gujarat High Court Chief
Justice Arvind Kumar on
Thursday held Morbi Na-
gar palika Chief  Officer
S.V. Zala responsible for
the October 30 bridge col-
lapse which claimed 135
lives. "The Morbi Nagar
palika Chief  Officer
S.V.Zala is prima facie
guilty of  dereliction of
duty and even the affi-
davit filed by the nagar
palika lacks details," a di-
vision bench of  Chief
Justice Arvind Kumar
and Justice A.J. Shastri

observed.
It also sought a detailed

report on similar bridges
in the state and its status
report within 10 days and
initiated suo motu public
interest litigation in the
incident.
During the hearing, the

court opined, "We are not
satisfied with the com-
pensation amount paid to
the families of  deceased,
a family should get at
least Rs 10 lakh compen-
sation."
The court was annoyed

to see castes mentioned
against the names of
some of  the deceased.

Mangaluru Blast

Islamic outfit claims responsibility
Warns of another attack

"Alok Kumar your joy would be short lived.

You pay for your acts of dominance 

sooner," the outfit warned

MLA POACHING CASE: 
SIT issues notice to MP
HYDERABAD: In a new twist to MLAs' poaching case, the
Special Investigation Team (SIT) has served notice to K.
Raghurama Krishna Raju, rebel MP of  YSR Congress Par-
ty (YSRCP).
The SIT probing the sensational case has issued the no-

tice under section 41A of  Criminal Procedure Code.
The MP has been directed to appear before SIT officials

in Hyderabad on November 29.
The probe team is reportedly looking to gather some key

information relating to the case from Raju.
The MP, however, told media persons that he has still not

received any notice. "If  the notice comes, I will decide my
future course of  action," he said when asked if  he would
challenge it in the court of  law.
He is the seventh person to be summoned by the SIT for

questioning.

No transfer
of Justice

Kariel from
Gujarat HC

Online repOrt

New Delhi

Gujarat High Court Justice
Nikhil Kariel was not on the
list of  seven High Court
judges recommended for
transfer by the Supreme
Court collegium on Thurs-
day, according to online re-
ports.
Last week, members of  the

Gujarat High Court Advo-
cates Association had
staged a protest and decided
to abstain from work on No-
vember 17 after the col-
legium proposed to transfer
Kariel to the Patna High
Court. According to reports,
“Justice Kariel is one of  the
finest, honest, upright and
unbiased Judge whose in-
tegrity and honesty is being
vouched by the entire Bar in
one voice,” the association
had said in a resolution.
On Thursday, while the

collegium’s list did not in-
clude Kariel’s name, it rec-
ommended Raja’s and Red-
dy’s transfer as proposed
earlier.

Guj HC holds Morbi officer
behind bridge collapse

Project 15B
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Mormugao, the second
ship of  Project 15B
stealth guided missile de-
stroyers being built at
Mazagon Dock Ship-
builders Ltd (MDL), was
delivered to the Indian
Navy on Thursday, de-
fence officials said.
The ship is 163 metres

long and 17 metres wide,
displaces 7400 tonnes
when fully loaded and
has a maximum speed of
30 knots. Apart from myr-

iad indigenous equip-
ment in the 'Float' and
'Move' categories, the de-
stroyer is also installed
with major indigenous
weapons. The overall in-
digenous content of  the
project is approximately
75 per cent, a Defence
Ministry official said.
The Indian Navy said

that the ship had sailed
out for her maiden sea
sortie on December 19
last year to coincide
with the Goa Liberation
Day and has now been
delivered.

Delhi HC: Courts
must consider
'aftermath' of

rape incidents
Agencies

New Delhi

The Delhi High Court has said an ac-
cused should not be discharged of  the
offence of  rape merely because the vic-
tim had not levelled the allegation at
the stage of  the FIR.
Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma said

the victim's statement before a magis-
trate disclosing the offence of  rape
shall be sufficient to frame charges un-
der section 376 (punishment for rape)
of  the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
courts must consider the "aftermath"
of  such an incident, which causes
physical and emotional trauma to the
victim and that at times, she might not
be in an emotional or physical state to
take an immediate stand against the
assailant.
The judge emphasised that the vic-

tim's statement should be viewed from
a considerate and liberal perspective
at the time of  framing charges and an
"overzealous approach" to conclude
the entire case by appreciating evi-
dence even before it begins is fatal to
the case as well as to justice and the
faith of  the victim.
"Many a times, a person may not be

in an emotional or physical state to
take an immediate stand against the
assailant or to go through further
trauma of  investigation by the police
or through an intrusive medical ex-
amination, and an accused should not
merely be discharged under section
376 because the prosecutrix has not
stated about the same in her FIR or
during MLC (medico-legal case)," the
court said in its order dated Novem-
ber 23. "An overzealous approach to
appreciate evidence in detail and con-
clude the entire case even before it be-
gins is fatal not only to the case at
hand, but, at times, to justice and the
faith of  the victim in the criminal jus-
tice system," it added.

Indian Navy takes delivery 
of second missile destroyer


