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Honour promise, withdraw 
FIRs, CJP reacts to SC ruling 

ROW| Party says SC order conflicts with Centre's assurances

Agencies 
NEW DELHI 

The Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) on Tuesday responded 
to the Supreme Court’s order 
allowing investigations into 
FIRs registered during the na-
tionwide student protests to 
continue, saying it was 
contrary to the assurances 
given by the Centre during 
negotiations that led to the 
end of the agitation. 

Responding to the Su-
preme Court’s order, CJP spo-
kesperson Saurav Das said 
that the CJP respected any di-
rection issued by the TOP 
court in the interest of stu-
dents, but maintained that its 
own demands, agreed upon 
during negotiations with the 
government, had to be ful-
filled first. 

“If the Supreme Court is 
acting in the interest of the 
youth, we welcome such 
orders or judgments," Das 
said. “We, on the other hand, 
have been active on the 
ground for a long time, and 
we have certain demands that 
must be met; that is the most 
important thing." 

He said that one of the cen-
tral demands to end the pro-
test was the withdrawal of all 
FIRs against protesters and 

the release of those detained. 
 Sibal donates Rs 1 crore 
to CJP's legal aid fund for 
arrested NEET protesters 

Rajya Sabha MP and senior 
advocate Kapil Sibal on Mon-
day announced a contribution 
of Rs 1 crore to the legal aid 
fund set up by the CJP to sup-
port protesters, including stu-
dents, facing police cases over 
recent NEET-related agita-
tions. 

Sibal said the fund would 
help track legal cases filed 
against students and pro-
testers across states and pro-
vide legal assistance through a 
network of lawyers. He said 
peaceful protesters in places 
such as Bihar, Assam, Bengal 

and Maharashtra should not 
face legal action and called for 
the withdrawal of FIRs filed 
against them. 

Besides Sibal's donation, 
CJP said the legal aid fund will 
be open to public contribu-
tions through the upcoming 
website. The senior advocate 
emphasised that even small 
donations would help sustain 
legal assistance for students 
facing cases across different 
states. The organisation said it 
has already begun coordinat-
ing with lawyers in multiple 
regions and plans to expand 
its legal support network na-
tionwide 

CJP spokesperson Das said 
there was credible apprehen-

sion of criminal cases being 
lodged against students across 
the country despite the assur-
ance given by the Centre. He 
said that the CJP was in touch 
with the Supreme Court law-
yer to seek legal aid for the 
students booked by the police. 

Sibal, seated alongside Das, 
confirmed his agreement to 
provide financial aid to the 
CJP. 

 In a press conference on 
Tuesday, Das said that there 
was credible apprehension of 
criminal cases being lodged 
against students across the 
country despite the assurance 
given by the Union Govern-
ment.  

Das said that the CJP has 
been in touch with the senior 
advocate to address the ad-
verse situation where legal aid 
may need to be extended to 
the affected persons. Re-
sponding, Sibal stated that he 
had agreed to extend legal 
help and announced that the 
CJP will create a website lay-
ing down details of those stu-
dents who have been 
adversely affected as a con-
sequence of FIRs being 
lodged against them. Addi-
tionally, the website would 
allow lawyers who want to ex-
tend aid, pro bono or other-
wise, to join. 

THANE 

Cat pushed 
from 12th 
floor, man 
booked 
Police have registered a 
case against a man for al-
legedly pushing a cat to 
death from the 12th floor 
of a residential building at 
Ambarnath in Maharash-
tra's Thane district, offi-
cials said on Tuesday. 
The incident occurred 
early on Sunday, and a 
case in this connection 
was registered on Monday. 
 
BAGALKOT (KARNATAKA) 

Man held for 
killing wife  
A 29-year-old man was ar-
rested in this district for al-
legedly killing his wife, 
suspecting her of having 
an extramarital affair, po-
lice said on Tuesday. He 
apparently filmed the vic-
tim's final moments while 
she was hanging from a 
noose. 
 
NEW DELHI  

Nadda allays 
RF.5 Covid 
fears 
Two COVID-19 cases have 
been reported in Andhra 
Pradesh over the past 
month, with genomic se-
quencing showing RF.5 
Omicron sub-lineage in 
samples from Kadapa dis-
trict, a variant not classi-
fied by the WHO as a 
variant of concern, Union 
Health Minister J P Nadda 
told Parliament on Tues-
day. 
 
KOLKATA 

16 remanded 
in Kolkata 
NEET 
violence 
A city court on Tuesday re-
manded 16 people ar-
rested in connection with 
violence during a NEET 
paper leak protest by the 
Left students' organisa-
tions to judicial custody till 
July 30. 
 
HYDERABAD 

Four booked 
after abortion 
death 
35-year-old pregnant 
woman died in Jangaon 
district of Telangana, al-
legedly following an illegal 
abortion after undergoing 
a prenatal sex determina-
tion test that revealed the 
foetus was female, police 
said on Tuesday. 
 
MALAPPURAM (KERALA) 

Newborn left 
in hospital 
washroom 
dies 
A newborn baby died after 
allegedly being aban-
doned in the washroom of 
a private hospital in Mal-
appuram district. The in-
fant was found inside a 
plastic bucket by house-
keeping staff during rou-
tine cleaning on Tuesday 
morning.  
 
SRINAGAR 

Woman raped 
in Baramulla; 
2 arrested  
Two men have been ar-
rested for allegedly raping 
a woman in Baramulla dis-
trict of Jammu and Kash-
mir, police said. A police 
official said the accused 
sexually assaulted the girl 
and also recorded a video 
of the assault. 
 
BARABANKI 

Schoolboy 
dies after 
snakebite 
An eight-year-old boy 
died after he was bitten 
by a snake in his school 
here, with his family al-
leging that the child in-
formed his teachers but 
was ignored, police said 
on Tuesday. 
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After years of projecting him-
self as an independent chal-
lenger to both the BJP and 
regional parties, AIMIM chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi appears to 
be recalibrating his Uttar Pra-
desh strategy. His public ap-
peal for a pre-poll alliance 
with Opposition parties sig-
nals an attempt to counter 
allegations that his party splits 
anti-BJP votes. 

Addressing a public meet-
ing in Moradabad, Owaisi 
urged Opposition parties to 
unite to prevent the division of 
anti-BJP votes and offered im-
mediate talks on a seat-shar-

ing arrangement. The move is 
being seen as an acknowledg-
ment that AIMIM's indepen-
dent electoral strategy has 
failed to translate into seats 
despite a gradual increase in 
vote share. 

AIMIM's Uttar Pradesh 
president Shaukat Ali cited 
Bihar as an example, claiming 
the Opposition ignored the 
party's alliance proposal de-
spite AIMIM winning five As-
sembly seats there. He said 
Uttar Pradesh should avoid re-
peating what the party de-
scribed as the Bihar mistake. 

The outreach comes as 
political parties begin mobilis-
ing for the 2027 Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections, with the 

Samajwadi Party (SP) posi-
tioning itself as the BJP's prin-
cipal challenger. AIMIM's 
proposal puts the SP in a dif-
ficult position. Accepting it 
could invite criticism from 

sections of non-Muslim voters, 
while rejecting it could allow 
AIMIM to accuse the Opposi-
tion of dividing minority 
votes. 

Political observers say the 

move is also driven by 
AIMIM's electoral perform-
ance in Uttar Pradesh. The 
party contested 38 seats in the 
2017 Assembly elections but 
failed to win any, securing 
0.24% of the vote. In 2022, it 
contested nearly 100 seats and 
increased its vote share to 
around 0.49%, yet failed to win 
a single seat. 

Despite not securing any 
victories, AIMIM emerged as 
a factor in several closely con-
tested constituencies where its 
candidates polled more votes 
than the BJP's winning mar-
gin over the SP. This fuelled 
Opposition allegations that the 
party indirectly benefited the 
BJP by dividing Muslim votes. 

Rather than dismissing 
those allegations, Owaisi now 
appears to be addressing 
them politically. By proposing 
an alliance, AIMIM is seeking 
to project itself as a contribu-
tor to Opposition unity rather 
than an electoral spoiler. 

The party has also intensi-
fied its campaign in western 
Uttar Pradesh, holding meet-
ings in Moradabad, Saharan-
pur and Bahraich, with similar 
events planned in Kanpur, 
Azamgarh and Balrampur. 
These districts have sizeable 
Muslim populations and are 
considered crucial to the SP's 
electoral strategy. 

The SP has responded cau-
tiously. Party leaders said any 

decision on an alliance would 
require consultation at the 
highest level and pointed to 
ideological differences. SP 
spokesperson Abbas Haider 
said every party has the 
democratic right to contest 
elections but maintained that 
voters distinguish between 
parties with a sustained grass-
roots presence and those that 
become active only during 
elections. 

Whether the INDIA bloc 
embraces AIMIM or keeps it 
at arm's length, Owaisi's al-
liance pitch has intensified the 
debate over Opposition unity 
and the contest for Muslim 
votes ahead of the 2027 As-
sembly elections. 

OWAISI EYES INDIA BLOC TIE-UP FOR UP ELECTIONS 

Kangana sparks row with 
generation gutter remark
Gaurav Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

Actor and BJP MP Kangana 
Ranaut on Tuesday triggered 
a political row after describ-
ing some young Hindu 
women who, according to 
her, targeted Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and abused 
his late mother during the 
Cockroach Janata Party 
(CJP) protest in New Delhi as 
"Generation Gutter". 

Her remarks followed her 
criticism of "Gen Z protest 
reels" during the NEET 
paper leak agitation and 
drew sharp criticism from 
Opposition parties as well as 
the CJP. Ranaut also criti-
cised the group's name and 
cockroach imagery, saying: 
"You call yourself cock-
roaches and look and behave 
like them as well." 

In a series of posts on her 
Instagram Stories, Ranaut 
claimed that "puke-induc-
ing" videos were posted 
from the 49-day CJP protest 
at Jantar Mantar, which 
ended on July 25. 

In one of her posts, Ran-
aut said: "Most appalling is 
the behaviour of young 
Hindu women, who want to 
imitate the lives of indepen-
dent career women without 
earning that freedom. 
Women who are truly inde-
pendent make rebellious 
choices, express bold 
opinions, pursue unconven-
tional careers and take ac-

countability for their actions 
because they are on their 
own. They don't do this at 
the cost of their parents or 
families." 

She went on to write: 
"Here is a new generation of 
so-called westernised Indian 
women. I call them Gener-
ation Gutter. Some of them 
have nothing to offer to the 
system. They are not good at 
studies, but they are so ugly 
and corrupt that they can't 
be good homemakers 
either..." 

CJP spokesperson Saurav 
Das criticised Ranaut's re-
marks, saying: "Even 
members of her own party 
don't pay much heed to Kan-
gana Ranaut or take her seri-
ously, so why should we?" 
He added that he did not be-
lieve people from Gen Z, 
Gen Alpha or younger gen-
erations took her seriously. 

Opposition leaders also 
criticised Ranaut. Congress 
leader Bhai Jagtap ques-
tioned why, as a woman, she 
was not pained by students 
being "harassed, beaten and 
mistreated" during the pro-
test.

20 NCPI MPs 
attend NDA 
meet after 
TMC split 
Gaurav Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

The 20 Lok Sabha MPs who 
recently broke away from the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
and joined the Nationalist 
Citizens Party of India 
(NCPI) on Tuesday at-
tended a meeting of the 
NDA Parliamentary Party 
for the first time. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and several senior Union 
ministers attended the 
meeting at Parliament Li-
brary. 

The MPs, who left the 
TMC and joined the little-
known NCPI, have declared 
their support for the BJP-
led National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA). Although 
they have begun sitting 
separately from TMC 
members in the Lok Sabha, 
Speaker Om Birla is yet to 
decide whether to grant 
the NCPI official recogni-
tion in the House.  

Speaking after the meet-
ing, NCPI MP Sayoni Ghosh 
described the interaction 
as productive. 

"I participated in the 
NDA meeting and it was an 
enriching and informative 
one held in the presence of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Today, we had a dis-
cussion on free trade 
agreements," she said. 

Sibal said that CJP will be creating a website with details 
of students who have been subject to FIRs

Gogoi: BJP garlanded Pradhan as 
if he returned from Pakistan war
ANI/PTI 
NEW DELHI  

Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi 
on Tuesday criticised the Gov-
ernment over the handling of 
the NEET-UG paper leak, say-
ing that 21 children lost their 
lives and questioned the 
manner in which former 
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan was wel-
comed in Parliament after his 
resignation. 

Gogoi criticised Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, alleging 
that the Government was fo-
cusing on social media reels 
instead of addressing issues 
related to education and 
examination paper leaks. 

Speaking on the Public 
Examinations (Prevention of 
Unfair Means) Amendment 
Bill, 2026 in the Lower House 
of Parliament, Gogoi said, "... 
21 children lost their lives; 
they committed suicide. The 
minister under whose watch 
21 children lost their lives, 
when he resigned from his 

post and returned to the 
House yesterday, you gar-
landed him as if he had re-
turned from a war against 
Pakistan." 

Further, he said, "... Today, 
the Prime Minister appears in 
Instagram reels. In the first 
cabinet meeting, instead of 
having a comprehensive dis-
cussion on how to improve 
education and dismantle the 
mafias- paper-setting mafia, 
paper-solving mafia, the test-
ing centre mafia... the Prime 
Minister Modi simply said to 
focus more on Instagram." 

New Delhi: Congress leader 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on 
Tuesday said it was "shame-
ful" that BJP MPs welcomed 
Dharmendra Pradhan, who 
recently resigned as the 
education minister, at the 
Parliament premises "as if 
he were a superstar". 

Two days after his resig-
nation following large-scale 
student protests, Pradhan 
was welcomed by some 
party colleagues in the Par-
liament complex with a tra-
ditional cap and stole, and 
shouting "Pradhan Zinda-
bad". 

Welcomed him as if he were a 
superstar: Priyanka 

Tej Pratap out 
of prison 
Dheeraj Kumar  
PATNA 

Jan Shakti Janata Party (JJD) 
chief Tej Pratap Yadav was re-
leased from Patna's Beur Jail 
on Tuesday after spending 
two days in judicial custody in 
connection with the NEET-
UG 2026 protest case.  
His release follows the Samrat 
govt's decision to withdraw 
cases registered during the 
NEET-UG 2026 student pro-
tests.  
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