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BOLD STEP | The action comes after Singh’s engagement to 
Samajwadi Party (SP) MP Priya Saroj

Rinku dropped from EC 
campaign for SP ‘connect’ 

‘Refineries 
in India halt 
Russian oil 
imports’ 
Agencies 
NEW DELHI 

State-owned oil refiners have 
not imported Russian crude 
over the past week as dis-
counts have narrowed and 
US President Donald Trump 
warned that buyers of Rus-
sian oil could soon face steep 
tariffs, sources said, citing in-
dustry sources. 

Indian Oil Corporation 
(IOC) was among those to 
halt purchases. IOC operates 
10 of India’s 20 refineries, 
with a combined annual ca-
pacity of 60 million metric 
tons. 

Other major state-owned 
refiners — Hindustan Petro-
leum, Bharat Petroleum and 

Mangalore Refinery and 
Petrochemicals — have also 
paused Russian oil imports. 

Executives at the affected 
companies told Reuters that 
Indian refineries are now 
turning to the spot market to 
fill supply gaps, ramping up 
purchases from Middle East-
ern OPEC members and 
West African producers. 

India, the world's third-
largest oil importer, is the 
biggest buyer of seaborne 
Russian crude, a vital rev-
enue earner for Russia as it 
wages war in Ukraine for a 
fourth year. 

Russia, on the other hand, 
is India's leading supplier, 
with around 35% of India's 
total supplies.

EX-KARNATAKA CLERK OWNS 24 HOUSES, ASSETS WORTH RS 30 CR
Online Report 

A former clerk at the 
Karnataka Rural In-
frastructure Devel-

opment Limited (KRIDL) in 
Koppal district, Karnataka, 
has come under scrutiny 
after a raid by the Lokayukta 
unearthed assets worth over 
Rs 30 crore. The former em-
ployee, Kalakappa Nida-
gundi, had been working on 
a daily wage basis with a sal-
ary of Rs 15,000 per month. 

According to Lokayukta 
officials, Nidagundi was 
found to be in possession of 
an enormous amount of 
property, including 24 resi-

dential houses, four land 
plots, and 40 acres of agri-
cultural land. The properties 
were registered not only in 
his name but also under the 
names of his wife and her 
brother. 

The officials also seized 
350 grams of gold jewellery, 
1.5 kilograms of silver orna-
ments, and four vehicles, 
which included two cars and 
two two-wheelers. 

Nidagundi, along with 
former KRIDL engineer ZM 
Chincholkar, is accused of 
misappropriating more than 
Rs 72 crore by allegedly fab-
ricating documents and gen-

erating fake bills for 96 in-
frastructure projects that 
were never completed. 

The discovery came fol-
lowing a complaint sub-
mitted to the Lokayukta, 

which prompted an inspec-
tion authorised by a court 
order. The investigation led 
to the uncovering of the ex-
tensive and disproportion-
ate assets in Nidagundi’s 

possession. 
Koppal MLA K Raghav-

endra Hitnal stated that the 
government is treating the 
issue with due seriousness 
and will ensure a compre-

hensive inquiry is conducted 
so that appropriate action 
can be taken. 

On July 23, the Lokayukta 
sleuths carried out searches 
in premises linked to eight 
officials, including an IAS 
officer, in a disproportion-
ate assets case and re-
covered wealth worth Rs 
37.42 crore. 

The raids were conducted 
at 41 locations linked to the 
officers posted in Bengaluru 
Urban, Mysuru, Tumakuru, 
Kalaburagi, Koppal and Ko-
dagu districts. 

Among those raided was 
IAS officer Vasanthi Amar B 

V, who serves as Special 
Deputy Commissioner at the 
Railway Infrastructure De-
velopment Company, Karna-
taka (K-RIDE). She was also 
responsible for the land ac-
quisition for the Bengaluru 
Sub-urban Railway Project 
(BSRP). 

During searches at five 
places linked to Vasanthi, of-
ficials recovered assets 
worth Rs 9.03 crore, includ-
ing three sites, four houses, 
three acres of agricultural 
land to the tune of Rs 7.4 
crore, ornaments worth Rs 
12 lakh, and vehicles worth 
Rs 90 lakh. 

Nidagundi, who was posted in Koppal and earned a monthly salary of just Rs 15,000, 
was found to own 24 houses, four plots, and 40 acres of farmland

Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

In a sudden move that has sur-
prised many of his fans, Indian 
cricketer Rinku Singh has 
been dropped from the Elec-
tion Commission’s voter 
awareness campaign in Uttar 
Pradesh following his engage-
ment to Samajwadi Party MP 
Priya Saroj. 

The decision, taken by the 
office of the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEO), comes amid con-
cerns over potential political 
affiliations. All campaign ma-
terials featuring Rinku Singh’s 
image are now being with-
drawn on the directive of the 
Commission. 

“Rinku Singh was appointed 
as a state icon because of his 
popularity and influence 
among youth. But once there 
is any indication that a person 
is associated with a political 
party or is perceived to be 
politically inclined, their con-
tinued involvement in official 
awareness campaigns be-
comes inappropriate,” an offi-

cial from the CEO office said. 
The Commission empha-

sized that the voter awareness 
campaign must remain 
apolitical and neutral in both 
spirit and practice. “Even if 
there's no active campaigning, 
the appearance of political 
alignment creates a conflict of 
interest,” the official added. 

Rinku Singh, known for his 
powerful performances on the 
cricket field, had been a popu-
lar face in the Commission’s 
campaigns, aimed particularly 
at motivating first-time and 
young voters to participate in 
the democratic process. His 
removal has disappointed 
many fans who admired his 
non-political public image. 

The equation changed after 
Rinku's recent engagement to 
Priya Saroj, the newly elected 
MP from Machhlishahr in 
Jaunpur district. The symbolic 
alliance with a serving politi-
cian from a prominent opposi-
tion party raised questions 
about the cricketer’s political 
neutrality—something the 
Commission cannot overlook 

while maintaining the integ-
rity of its public campaigns. 

The development has 
sparked mixed reactions, with 
some criticizing the move as 

unnecessary, while others de-
fended the Election Commis-
sion’s decision to uphold the 
apolitical nature of its voter 
awareness drive. 

Ex-PM Deve Gowda defends India 
after Trump’s ‘dead economy’ jibe

Online Report 
NEW DELHI 

Former Prime Minister and 
JD(S) chief HD Deve Gowda 
has issued a sharp rebuke to 
US President Donald Trump 
over his recent “dead econ-
omy” remark. 

In a statement, Deve Gowda 
said he was “surprised” by 
Trump’s “baseless and ill-tem-
pered remarks” and described 
Trump as “volatile, uncivil and 
irresponsible.” 

Former Prime Minister and 
JD(S) chief HD Deve Gowda 
has issued a sharp rebuke to 
US President Donald Trump 
over his recent “dead econ-
omy” remark. 

In a statement, Deve Gowda 
said he was “surprised” by 
Trump’s “baseless and ill-tem-
pered remarks” and described 
Trump as “volatile, uncivil and 
irresponsible.” 

He added, “Even a small 
trader and a poor farmer in 
India, who conducts his busi-
ness with great dignity, integ-
rity and humanity, can teach 
many lessons to Mr. Trump.” 

The veteran leader accused 
Trump of offending not just 

India but several countries 
across the world, including 
long-standing allies. “There 
is something fundamentally 
wrong with him for which 
reason, diplomacy or state-
craft cannot diagnose and 
address,” Gowda said. 

He praised the Modi gov-
ernment for not succum-
bing to external pressure. 
“India, under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, has not compromised 
our national interest. It has 
not blinked to Mr. Trump’s 

bullying and has shown that it 
will never be dictated by 
threat.” 

Deve Gowda also lauded the 
government’s efforts to protect 
the agricultural sector and 
small and medium businesses, 
which he said are the back-
bone of the Indian economy.  

Praises Modi govt’s firm response, warns Oppn leaders 
like Rahul Gandhi against backing Don’s views

New Delhi 

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju on Friday hit 
out at Congress MP Rahul Gandhi for 
echoing US President Donald Trump's 

criticisms of the Indian economy, saying the op-
position leader is “not a child” and should under-
stand the country's image cannot be harmed 
this way.  

“Rahul Gandhi is giving statements against 
the country. Several members from the Opposi-
tion have also said that this is not right. India's 
economy and image cannot be harmed like 
this,” the Parliamentary Affairs Minister told re-
porters.  

“Rahul Gandhi should understand that he is 
not a child. It is everyone's responsibility to 
maintain the country's honour and image. The 
Opposition leader should have this much 
understanding,” he added.  

On Thursday, Gandhi stoked controversy 
after he reiterated US President Donald Trump's 
remarks on the Indian economy and said every-
one, except Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharam, 
knows that the country's economy is “dead”.  

The Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha also 
alleged that the BJP-led Centre has destroyed 
the country's economic, defence and foreign 
policies, and is “running the country to the 
ground”. 

Rinku Singh was appointed as the  
representative of the voter awareness  
initiative by the Uttar Pradesh govt. He  
appeared in numerous government  
advertisements, stadium billboards, social 
media campaigns and video messages. 
However, on the commission’s orders, he is 
now being removed from all these platforms

Rahul Gandhi not 
a child, should 
not harm nation’s 
image: Rijiju 

Pak rebuilds 
terror camps 
in PoK after Op 
Sindoor: IB 
IANS 
NEW DELHI 

An Intelligence Bureau re-
port has said that nearly 15 
new terror camps and 
launch pads are being con-
structed in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) to carry 
out attacks in Jammu and 
Kashmir.  Pakistan and its 
terror infrastructure were 
hit hard following the Pahal-
gam attack in April.  

While terror training 
camps are being deep inside 
Pakistan, some are being 
constructed in PoK. The aim 
now is to avoid Indian sur-
veillance and ensure that 
these targets are not hit by 
the Indian armed forces. 


