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AICC Secretary booked for remark against Kerala CM 
KANNUR (KERALA): AICC Secretary Viswanathan Perumal has been booked for an alleged objectionable remark 
against Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, police said on Thursday. While speaking during a recent protest march 
to the Police Commissioner's Office here organised by the opposition Congress party, the leader allegedly made an 
objectionable remark linking the gold smuggling case prime accused Swapna Suresh with Vijayan.

SPEED NEWS

Cam in washroom: 
Principal assaulted  
PUNE: The principal of a 
private school in 
Maharashtra's Pune 
district was assaulted 
allegedly by members of a 
right-wing outfit after 
parents of some students 
complained that a CCTV 
was installed in the 
washroom of girl students, 
police said on Thursday. A 
video of the incident, 
which took place on 
Tuesday afternoon, went 
viral on social media 
platforms. The clip 
showed the principal, 
whose clothes were torn, 
being chased by a mob in 
the school premises in 
Talegaon Dabhade area. 
 

FIR against 7 
over conversion 

NEW DELHI: The CBI 
under the directions of 
the Calcutta High Court 
has registered an FIR 
against seven people 
accused of forced religious 
conversion in West 
Bengal's Malda district, 
officials said on Thursday. 
The high court ordered 
the investigation following 
a writ petition by two 
sisters, who claimed their 
husbands Buddhu Mandal 
and Gauranga Mandal 
were forcibly converted 
from Hinduism to Islam as 
punishment for working 
for a political party which 
lost the last assembly 
elections. 
 

3 dead, 8 injured 
in Delhi accident 
NEW DELHI: Three 
people died and eight 
others were injured after 
a van collided with a DTC 
bus on the flyover near 
Loni Gol Chakkar in 
northeast Delhi's Jyoti 
Nagar on Thursday, police 
said. Impact of the 
accident was such that 
both the vehicles were 
mangled and damaged, 
they said. One of the 
deceased was identified as 
Savita (55) while two 
others -- both male -- are 
yet to be identified, they 
said. 
 

Oppn meet: Lalu 
will go to B’luru 

PATNA: RJD chief Lalu 
Prasad on Thursday said he 
will travel to Bengaluru for 
the meeting of the 
opposition parties on July 
17-18. Speaking to 
reporters at the Patna 
airport before leaving for 
Delhi, he said he will go to 
Bengaluru for preparing the 
ground for ousting the 
Narendra Modi 
government from the 
Centre in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections. The 
second meeting of the 'like-
minded' opposition parties 
will be held in Bengaluru on 
July 17-18. The first 
meeting was held in Patna 
on June 23.  
 

National Anthem 
disrespect: 14 held  
SRINAGAR: More than a 
dozen people have been 
arrested for not standing 
up when the national 
anthem was played during 
a function held here in 
Srinagar in the month of 
June with Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha in 
attendance, officials said 
on Thursday. The 
administration has also 
suspended a few police 
personnel for failing to 
ensure that everyone 
stood up while the 
anthem was played, they 
said. According to them, 
some people chose to not 
stand up during the closing 
ceremony of the 'Pedal for 
Peace' cycling event, 
organised by Jammu and 
Kashmir Police, on June 
25. 
 

Woman held with 
heroin worth lakhs  
MAHRAJGANJ (UP): A 
31-year-old woman was 
arrested on Thursday 
from the Indo-Nepal 
border in Sonauli here 
with heroin worth around 
Rs 82 lakh, officials said. In 
the joint operation by 
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) 
and local police, Shanti 
Devi was nabbed during a 
routine check in the 
morning when she was on 
her way to Nepal, Sonauli 
police station in-charge 
Abishek Singh said. A total 
of 82 grams of heroin 
worth around Rs 82 lakh 
in the international market 
was seized from her, Singh 
said.

NOBODY UNHAPPY OVER AJIT 
JOINING GOVT, SAYS EKNATH
AGENCIES / Mumbai 

 
Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde on 
Thursday said nobody in 
Shiv Sena is unhappy over 
NCP leader Ajit Pawar's in-
clusion in the state min-
istry. 

Shinde described as "ru-
mours spread by opposi-
tion" reports that his chief 
ministerial chair may be in 
jeopardy after Ajit Pawar 
and eight other NCP MLAs 
joined his year-old state 
ministry. 

Some Shiv Sena legisla-
tors had apparently raised 
concerns after the NCP fac-
tion led by Ajit Pawar join-
ing the state government. 

Shinde presided over a 
meeting of Shiv Sena 
MLAs, MLCs and MPs on 
Wednesday. 

Ajit Pawar's remark that 

he wants to be the CM has 
created a flutter in political 
circles. 

The remark has made the 
Shinde camp, which is 
awaiting the Assembly 
Speaker's ruling on dis-
qualification complaint 
against its MLAs, nervous. 

Maharashtra minister 
Uday Samant, who belongs 
to the Shinde-led group, 
said reports about Shinde's 
resignation were false. 

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena 
(UBT) MP Vinayak Raut on 
Thursday claimed MLAs 
from the Shiv Sena-led by 

Maharashtra Chief Eknath 
Shinde have started revolt-
ing after NCP leader Ajit 
Pawar along with eight oth-
er party MLAs joined the 
state government. 

Some MLAs (from Shinde 
bloc) have been sending 
messages that they want to 
"seek forgiveness from 
'Matoshree'," the Lok Sabha 
member further claimed 
while talking to reporters. 

Many MLAs from the 
Shiv Sena have said if 
'Matoshree' approaches 
them, then they will reply 
"positively", Raut added.

Shinde termed reports that his chief  
ministerial chair may be in jeopardy  
after Ajit Pawar and eight other NCP 
MLAs joined his year-old state ministry 
as ‘rumours spread by opposition’ 

NEW DELHI: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Thurs-
day held a meeting with Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) president Sharad Pawar at the latter's residence 
in Delhi and extended his full support to NCP amid a 
split in the party. NCP working president and MP 
Supriya Sule, Maharashtra LoP Jitendra Awhad and 
other NCP leaders were also present. 

Talking to the media, NCP leader Sonia Duhan said 
that Rahul Gandhi has extended his full support to NCP 
and the opposition parties are also standing with them 
"Rahul Gandhi in his meeting with Sharad Pawar said 
that his full support is with NCP. He also said that Con-
gress is 100 per cent with us and the opposition parties 
are also standing with NCP", Sonia Duhan said. 

Notably, NCP supremo Sharad Pawar is in Delhi for a 
national executive meeting.

RAHUL MEETS SHARAD

MUMBAI: The NCP working committee meeting called by Sharad Pawar in Delhi on Thursday 
has no legal sanctity, the Ajit Pawar-led faction of the party has said. "It is learnt from various 
media reports that Sharad Pawar has called a meeting of the National Executive/National 
Working Committee/National Office Bearers/State Party Presidents of the Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) today in New Delhi," a statement on behalf of Ajit Pawar said.

‘UNCLE’S MEETING HAS NO LEGAL SANCTITY’

NEW DELHI: The Au-
rangzeb Lane in the Lu-
tyens' Delhi has been re-
named as Dr APJ Abdul 
Kalam Lane. 

The rechristened lane con-
nects the Abdul Kalam Road 
with Prithvi Raj Road in 
central Delhi. 

The New Delhi Municipal 
Council (NDMC) workers 
unveiled a signboard bear-
ing the name of India's 11th 

president here on 
Thursday. According to an 
official, the NDMC 
approved the renaming of 
the lane in a meeting of its 
members on June 28. 

The council changed the 
erstwhile Aurangzeb Road 
named after the 17th-centu-
ry Mughal ruler to Dr APJ 
Abdul Kalam Road in Au-
gust 2015. 

NDMC vice chairman 

Satish Upadhyay last week 
announced that the council 
approved the renaming of 
'Aurangzeb Lane' under the 
NDMC area as 'Dr. A.P.J. 
Abdul Kalam Lane'. 

"To respect the sentiments 
of people, the need to recog-
nise and honour great men 
and women of our times, 
roads/ streets/ institutions 
have been re-named in the 
past," it read.

Kejri lauds tech world

NEW DELHI 

 
Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal on Thurs-
day said Class 10 and Class 
11 students being taught to 
use technology to solve day-
to-day problems now is a 
"good thing" and added that 
it is something that did not 
happen earlier. 

He was speaking after in-
augurating the Delhi Ro-
botics League and HE21 Ex-
hibition at the Thyagaraj 
Stadium here. 

"A high-end competition 
like this has not been held 
anywhere in India before. 

Today, there are govern-
ment as well as private 
schools that are participat-
ing in this competition. But 
the maximum number of 
students participating in it 
are from the School of Spe-
cialised Excellence. We can 
say that the level of educa-
tion in the government 
schools of Delhi is much 
above that in other states," 
he said. Praising the stu-
dents for their innovations, 
he said they have tried to 
find solutions to real-world 
problems and called it the 
best aspect of such an ini-
tiative.

Masked man 
with bomb 

enters bank 

SIKAR: A masked man car-
rying a bomb barged into a 
private bank here and loot-
ed Rs 24 lakh cash after 
threatening its staff, police 
said on Thursday. 

The incident took place in 
Yes Bank located in Har-
sawa village of this Ra-
jasthan district. 

The man had threatened 
to detonate the bomb if the 
staff failed to give him 
money, they said. 

According to police, one 
of the employees gave him 
Rs 1.25 lakh, but the mis-
creant demanded more 
money following which he 
entered the cashier room 
and stashed his  
bag with cash. "There were 
no customers inside the 
bank at the time of the inci-
dent. The miscreant had 
threatened the employees 
to detonate the bomb that 
he was carrying. He fled 
away with Rs 24 lakh cash. 
The matter is being investi-
gated," Fatehpur SHO Kr-
ishna Kant said.

Cong holds poll preparedness 
meet with Rajasthan leaders

AGENCIES 

New Delhi 

 
Top leaders of the Congress 
on Thursday held crucial 
deliberations with the par-
ty's leaders in Rajasthan on 
the poll strategy and pre-
paredness, while also seek-
ing to resolve the tussle be-
tween Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot and his bete 
noire Sachin Pilot. 

Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge, for-
mer party chief Rahul 

Gandhi, AICC general sec-
retary organisation K C 
Venugopal, AICC in-charge 
of state Sukhjinder Rand-
hawa, state unit chief 
Govind Singh Dotasra, 
Pilot and other senior lead-
ers from Rajasthan met at 
the party headquarters 
here at 11 am. 

Chief Minister Gehlot, 
who is recovering from 
fractures in both his toes, is 
attending the meeting via 
video conferencing, 
sources said.

Delhi court 
summons 
CM Gehlot

AGENCIES / New Delhi 

 
A Delhi court on Thursday 
summoned Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot in a 
criminal complaint filed by 
Union Minister Gajendra 
Singh Sekhawat seeking 
his prosecution for alleged 
defamation, saying the 
Congress leader made im-
putations "knowing and in-
tending" to harm his repu-
tation. 

The metropolitan magis-
trate directed Gehlot to ap-
pear before the court on 
August 7 for allegedly de-
faming Shekhawat with his 
remarks on the alleged San-
jivani scam. 

The case is related to 
thousands of investors al-
legedly getting duped of 
about Rs 900 crore by the 
Sanjivani Credit Coopera-
tive Society. 

Shekhawat, the Union Jal 
Shakti Minister and MP 
from Jodhpur, has alleged 
in his complaint that 
Gehlot has been making 
defamatory remarks 
against him over the al-
leged scam and trying to 
tarnish his image and affect 
his political career.

ARAMBAGH (WB): The 
Chanok family of a non-de-
script village near Aaram-
bagh in West Bengal is wit-
nessing a 'war' of sorts with 
three of its members up 
against each other as TMC, 
BJP and Left candidates in 
the panchayat elections. 

Sufal Chanok, 78, is the 
TMC candidate from the 
Salehpur village, his broth-
er 67-year-old Sukumar 
Chanak is the CPI candi-
date while his son Prafulla 
is the BJP nominee from 
the seat. 

"We are fiercely combat-
ive on the field as we are 
miles apart ideologically. 

But, I have told 'dada' (elder 
brother) that he has to treat 
us to mutton curry if he 
wins, and if I win I will buy 
a drum of rasogolla and dis-
tribute it among our family 
members, including my 
'dada' and 'bhaipo' 
(nephew)," Sukumar told 
PTI. 

A visit to their thatched-
roof house, less than a kilo-
metre from the nearest 
highway, revealed the fam-
ily's struggle to make ends 
meet. They do not share a 
kitchen, but take care of 
each other, notwithstand-
ing the animosity in the 
electoral arena.

‘Voting for Congress 
is voting for BRS’

HYDERABAD: Voting for 
Congress is the same as 
voting for the ruling BRS and 
vice versa, Union Minister and 
newly-appointed president of 
the Telangana BJP G Kishan 
Reddy said on Thursday. 
Addressing a press conference 
here jointly with Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar whom he replaced as 
state BJP president two days 
ago, Kishan Reddy said a false 
campaign is being conducted 
against the BJP on social 
media. 
The BJP would like to come 
to power in the Assembly 
elections scheduled to be held 
later this year by defeating the 
ruling BRS, he said.

Trinamool Congress (TMC) supporters during a road show on 
the last day of the state panchayat election campaigning at 
Ahmadpur in Birbhum district

DELHI'S AURANGZEB LANE IS 
NOW APJ ABDUL KALAM LANE Says teaching high school students 

to solve daily problems using  
technology is a 'good thing'

A student carries his robot during the Delhi Robotics League 2023, 
at Thyagaraj Sport Complex in New Delhi

LOOTS RS 24 LAKH 

In WB, war within  
one family & 3 parties
Meet the Chanoks -- 'battling' each 

other as TMC, BJP and Left candidates

Now, in Odisha, 
forest staff can 

fire in self-defence 

AGENCIES / Bhubaneswar 

 
Odisha government has ac-
corded permission to forest 
staff on patrol duty in dif-
ferent jungles of the state to 
fire in self defence if they 
face danger to their lives. 

The notice, issued by the 
department of forest, envi-
ronment and climate 
change on Wednesday, fol-
lowed the recent killing of a 
forester and forest guard by 
poachers when they were 
patrolling the core area of 
Simlipal National Park. 

A section of the forest 
workers struck work after 
it to press their demand 
that they be permitted to 

open fire in self defence. 
The new notice will be 

applicable for all forest 
guards, foresters, deputy 
forest range officers, for-
est range officers, assis-
tant conservators of 
forests, sub-divisional for-
est officers, deputy con-
servators of forests, 
deputy directors, division-
al forest officers, regional 
chief conservators of 
forests, field directors and 
any other forest officers 
responsible for mainte-
nance of public order re-
lating to forest and 
wildlife protection, con-
servation and manage-
ment in the state.

The notice, issued by the department of forest, 
environment and climate change on Wednesday, 

followed the recent killing of a forester and 
forest guard by poachers


