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END OF THACKERAY-ERA...

INDIA-US TRADE DEAL: BJP 
DEFENDS, CONG ATTACKS

WAR OF WORDS | BJP says the deal strongly safeguards interests of farmers, 
dairy sector; Congress cites ‘surreptitious’ clauses, insists farmers ‘deceived’ 

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

The Bharatiya Janata Party on 
Saturday countered the 
charge of the Opposition that 
the interests of Indian farmers 
and agriculture sector have 
been compromised due to the 
trade deal with the United 
States by insisting that the in-
terests of farmers have been 
“firmly protected” and those 
of the dairy sector have also 
been “strongly safeguarded”. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party head-
quarters, BJP MP and 
national spokesperson Sud-
hanshu Trivedi said India’s 
entering into a deal with the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and signing Free Trade 
Agreements with Australia, 
Great Britain, Northern Euro-
pean countries (Switzerland-
Norway) and thereafter with 
the European Union and the 
United States demonstrates 
that “all the major developed 

economic powers of the 
world are eager to do busi-
ness with India.” 

Trivedi added that the Nar-
endra Modi government has 
“moved towards a new direc-
tion while skilfully protecting 
the interests of its workers, its 

farmers, and its dairy entre-
preneurs.” He added that the 
details of the India–US trade 
agreement leave “no rooms 
for doubts that this agree-
ment safeguards the interests 
of Indian farmers.” 

Elaborating on the subject, 

he said, the protection ex-
tends to “items such as wheat, 
rice, sugar, pulses, millets, 
jowar, bajra, and others, as 
well as worn-out clothing and 
domestic gold covering an ex-
tensive list.” 

Earlier, Congress general 

secretary Randeep Surjewala 
had charged that farmers 
have been “deceived” by the 
deal and that it would ad-
versely impact “the lives and 
livelihoods of 72 crore of 
India’s farmers and farm la-
bourers”. 

CONGRESS ACCUSES PM OF ‘SURRENDER’ IN TRADE DEAL 
 

The Congress on Saturday accused Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of “surrender” in the India-US trade 
deal saying The White House has noted that it 

would still be monitoring whether India is importing oil 
from Russia or not. 
Raising the issue, Congress general secretary Jairam Ra-
mesh said, “If the US decides India has imported Russian 
oil directly or indirectly the extra 25% tariff penalty is 
back. This is truly extraordinary.” Wondering how the 
Modi government accepted such a clause, the Congress 
leader, while citing a slogan coined by party leader Rahul 
Gandhi in June last year said, “Naam Narender Kaam 
Surrender”. 
Ramesh also shared in a post on “X” the “monitoring and 
recommendations” details under Section 4 shared by 
The White House which spelt out how the US would 
monitor India’s oil purchases. 
The document said, “The Secretary of Commerce, in co-

ordination with the Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and any other senior official the Secretary 
of Commerce deems appropriate, shall monitor whether 
India resumes directly or indirectly importing Russian 
Federation oil, as defined in section 7 of Executive Order 
14329.” 
It added that, “If the Secretary of Commerce finds that 
India has resumed directly or indirectly importing Rus-
sian Federation oil, the Secretary of State, in consulta-
tion with …. shall recommend whether and to what extent 
I should take additional action as to India” and whether 
the “additional ad valorem rate of duty of 25 percent on 
imports of articles of India” should be reimposed on 
India. 
Congress’s head of the media cell Pawan Khera also 
termed the deal a “betrayal of everything India has stood 
for over the last 75 years” saying it was “not a deal in 
India’s interest.” 

SC agrees to  
examine HP govt’s 
plea for withdrawal 
of cases against 
MPs, MLAs  

 
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court has 
agreed to hear a plea of the 
Himachal Pradesh govern-
ment against a high court 
order not allowing the 
withdrawal of 45 cases 
lodged against MPs and 
MLAs, including those 
lodged during the tenure of 
the previous BJP govern-
ment against Congress 
workers for holding rallies 
during the Covid pan-
demic. 

A bench of Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi issued a no-
tice on the plea challenging 
the April 26, 2024, order of 
the High Court of Himachal 
Pradesh not allowing with-
drawal of criminal cases 
against sitting and former 
lawmakers of the state. 

The high court partly 
allowed the plea of the 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu-
led Congress government 
to withdraw only 15 cases 
recommended for withdra-
wal. 

PTI 
MUMBAI 

BJP's Ritu Tawde is all set to 
become Mumbai's mayor and 
the party's first in four decades 
after Shiv Sena (UBT) decided 
against fielding a challenger, 
making the contest unop-
posed and ending the 
Thackeray family's 
25-year domi-
nance over the ri-
chest civic body. 

Though largely 
ceremonial, the 
mayor's post 
carries enormous 
political and symbolic 
significance in Mumbai's 
identity-driven politics. 
Tawde's elevation marks the 
BJP's return to the post after 
44 years, the last being Prab-
hakar Pai in 1982-83. 

On the final day of filing 
nominations, the Eknath 
Shinde-led Shiv Sena, a BJP 
ally in the ruling Mahayuti, 
named Sanjay Ghadi as its 

candidate for deputy mayor. 
The party announced that the 
deputy mayor's term would 
be split, allowing four or more 
corporators to serve during 
the tenure. 

Tawde's elevation means 
the Uddhav Thackeray-led 

Sena will not be able to 
occupy the mayor's 

post after 25 
years. The undi-
vided Shiv Sena 
controlled the 
BMC from 1997 
to 2022. 

The Mumbai 
mayoral election is 

scheduled for February 
11, which is the last day to with-
draw the nominations. 

Tawde (53) and Ghadi (57) 
filed their nominations at the 
municipal secretary's office in 
the presence of Minister Man-
gal Prabhat Lodha, BJP's 
Mumbai unit chief Ameet 
Satam, former Shiv Sena MP 
Rahul Shewale, and other 
leaders of Mahayuti. 

Time will answer when I will 
become CM, says Shivakumar 

SIT formed to trace 10 
tribal children who went 
missing in Koderma 

Punjab: Day 
after AAP 
leader’s killing, 
retd SI’s wife 
shot dead 

 
Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

A day after the shocking kill-
ing of an AAP leader in Ja-
landhar, the 62-year-old wife 
of a retired Punjab Police sub-
inspector was shot dead in 
Punjab’s Hoshiarpur district 
early Saturday morning. 

According to information, 
Rachna Devi (62), wife of 
Sham Lal, a retired sub-in-
spector of the Punjab Police, 
was gunned down by an un-
identified assailant at her 
home in Garhshankar village 
of Hoshiarpur district. 

While the police said they 
have initiated an investigation 
into the matter, opposition 
parties attacked the ruling 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), al-
leging a total collapse of law 
and order in the state. 

State Congress president 
Amarinder Singh Raja War-
ring said in a post on X: 
“Another brutal murder in 
broad daylight... What could a 
62-year-old woman have 
possibly done to deserve this? 
Punjab Police has failed to 
curb the rise of gangsterism in 
Punjab. Meanwhile, the AAP 
government hides behind 
hoardings and advertise-
ments, leaving Punjabis to 
fend for themselves.” 

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) 
chief Sukhbir Badal said in a 
post on X: “It’s not even 24 
hours since another Punjabi 
has been gunned down—this 
time the wife of a former sub-
inspector. Under Bhagwant 
Mann’s disastrous rule, Punjab 
has become a daily crime 
scene.” 

“Yesterday’s brazen daylight 
murder outside a gurdwara in 
Jalandhar, followed by today’s 
cold-blooded killing of a 62-
year-old woman in Garhshan-
kar (Hoshiarpur), cements the 
fact that law and order has 
completely collapsed,” he 
further said. 

GHASTLY DETAILS OF  
GZB TRIPLE SUICIDE 
SEND SHOCKWAVES 

Himanta slams Cong 
leaders over ‘offensive 
gestures’ to women 

BJP’s Ritu Tawde 
set to become 
Mumbai mayor

PTI 
RANCHI 

A special investigation team 
(SIT) has been constituted to 
trace 10 tribal children, who 
went missing from a hamlet in 
Jharkhand's Koderma district, 
a senior police officer said on 
Saturday. 

A reward of Rs 1 lakh has 
also been announced by the 
Koderma Police for anyone 
providing information about 
the whereabouts of the 
children, SP Anudeep Singh 
told PTI. 

The children, who belong to 
the Particularly Vulnerable 
Tribal Group (PVTG) and resi-

dents of Gadiyai Birhor Tola 
(hamlet) in Khariyodih pan-
chayat, have been missing 
since February 1, after they did 
not return home from Parsa-
bad, police said. 

DSP Rati Bhan Singh is lead-
ing the SIT. 

Pictures of the children 
with their names, age and 
other details are being circu-
lated in multiple locations, in-
cluding various police stations, 
and CCTV footage from Parsa-
bad and nearby areas are 
being analysed, as part of the 
investigation, the officer said. 

Ratibhan Singh told PTI that 
all the 10 children are aged be-
tween 5 and 14 years.  

PTI / MANGALURU 

Karnataka Deputy Chief Min-
ister D K Shivakumar on Sat-
urday said time will answer as 
to when he will be elevated, 
and that everyone will have to 
abide by the Congress high 
command's decision on this. 

The comments by Shivaku-
mar, who is also the state Con-
gress President, come amid 
the power struggle between 
him and CM Siddaramaiah 
over the top post once again 
coming to the fore, with the 
latter's son Yathindra insisting 
that his father will complete 
his five year team, with the 
party high command having 

given signal in this regard. 
"People, legislators, you 

(media), and everyone have 
the desire, but we should all 
abide by what the party says, 
" Shivakumar told reporters 

in response to a question 
about people and his sup-
porters, wherever he goes, ex-
pressing a desire that he 
should become the Chief 
Minister. 

People, legislators, you 
(media), and everyone 
have the desire, but we 
should all abide by what 
the party says 
n D K Shivakumar 
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister 

PTI 
GUWAHATI 

Assam Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma on Saturday 
alleged that senior Congress 
leaders Bhupen Kumar Borah 
and Debabrata Saikia made of-
fensive gestures towards 
women during a recent party 
rally. 

He said that the Congress 
should expel Borah, a former 
state party president, and Sai-
kia, the leader of the opposi-
tion in the assembly, for 
"disrespecting women". 

Dismissing the allegation, 
Saikia said the chief minister 
should concentrate on the 
many problems the state is 
facing. 

Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of a government 
programme here, Sarma 
claimed that a hand gesture 
was made in Guwahati a 
couple of days ago from atop a 

bus being used by the Con-
gress for its ongoing state-
wide rally. 

Maintaining that it was a 
gesture towards all Assamese 
girls and women, he said, "If 
the party doesn't expel them, I 
don't think they will be able to 
go anywhere. It is about all 
women, not about any 'jati' 
(community)." Sarma said that 
he has directed that the video 
clip be sent to the women's 
commission so that cogni-
sance is taken of it. 

PTI 
GHAZIABAD (UP) 

Investigation into the suicide 
of three minor sisters in Uttar 
Pradesh's Ghaziabad has re-
vealed that they were de-
pressed because their father 
had snatched their phones 
after observing that they were 
obsessed with the Korean cul-
ture, police said. 

Due to this, the girls could 
not play online games and talk 
to their Korean friends, the 
police said, adding that their 
father later sold the phones. 

On the night of the incident, 
they took their mother's 
phone, but could not access 
the Korean app on that device. 
The forensic team, which 
reached the spot and seized 
the mobile phone, could not 
find any access of the Korean 
app. 

The fingerprints, including 
the handwritten suicide note 
and the messages, have been 

sent to the forensic science 
laboratory, the report of which 
is still awaited, DCP (Trans 
Hindon) Nimish Patil told PTI 
on Saturday. 

In 2015, the father Chetan 
Kumar's live-in partner died 
under suspicious circum-
stances after falling from the 
roof of a flat at Rajendra Nagar 
Colony in the Sahibabad po-
lice station area. Later, the po-
lice dismissed the case, 
treating the death as a suicide, 
Patil told PTI. 

Nishika (16), Prachi (14) and 
Pakhi (12) jumped to their 
deaths from the ninth floor of 
their residential tower in Bha-
rat City Society under the 
Trans-Hindon police station 
jurisdiction earlier this week. 

Interrogation has con-
firmed that currently, Kumar 
has three wives - Sujata (Ni-
shika's mother), Heena (Prachi 
and Pakhi's mother) and Tina. 
All three wives are biological 
sisters. 

student protest 
Kuki students stage a protest at Jantar Mantar against involvement of Kuki-Zo 

MLAs in Manipur government formation, in New Delhi on Saturday


